Bladder contracture following intravesical doxorubicin therapy: case report and a review of the literature.
Intravesical doxorubicin rarely has been implicated as a cause of bladder contracture. We present a case of severe bladder contracture, documented radiographically and urodynamically after 8 weekly intravesical instillations of doxorubicin. The patient subsequently underwent cystectomy because of voiding dysfunction and the specimen demonstrated marked fibrosis in the bladder wall. We postulate that a benign, recurrent bladder ulceration during doxorubicin therapy may have potentiated the fibrotic response in the bladder to the doxorubicin. Objective monitoring of bladder capacity should be considered in patients treated with intravesical chemotherapy.